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 You probably have seen Monument Valley. The valley was featured in several films. The 

valley was director John Ford’s favorite location for shooting, and he filmed seven westerns 

there, beginning with Stagecoach in 1939 and ending with Cheyenne Autumn in 1964 

(Bissinger), many of those Westerns featuring actor Marion Morrison, stage name John Wayne 

(Trimble 323-324). One of Ford’s films, My Darling Clementine, was shot in Monument Valley 

even though the events depicted took place in Tombstone, Arizona (Busby 202). Other films shot 

in the valley, after John Ford, include 2001: A Space Odyssey, The Legend of the Lone Ranger, 

National Lampoon’s Vacation, Back to the Future III, and Forrest Gump (Warner). In addition to 

films, television commercials peddling commodities from cars to cigarettes were filmed in the 

valley (McPherson 353-354). With John Ford’s classic Westerns, the valley became an icon of 

the West and all that it symbolized (354-355). 

 Whether Monument Valley 

should be the icon for the West, 

though, may be debatable. For as 

breathtaking as the land may be, 

many forget—perhaps are even 

unaware—that Monument Valley 

is home to people, who have a 

unique history and live in social 

circumstances that many in Illustration 1: My 2009 Monument Valley party, on the day we left. 

Photo taken by my father. 
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America forget are possible. 

I have been fortunate enough to have visited Monument Valley twice in my lifetime, both 

times with my church, the Wasatch Hills Seventh-Day Adventist Church. I first visited when I 

was in fifth grade, in 2003, with students from my soon-to-be middle school, Salt Lake Junior 

Academy (a private Christian school). The second time I visited was in 2009, with my youth 

pastor, my dad, a couple adults, my brother, and another boy. I was at considerably different ages 

and maturities, having not gone through puberty when I first visited, and preparing for my senior 

year of high school when I returned. 

Yet I never failed to be captivated by 

the beauty of Monument Valley. 

Monument Valley rests upon 

the Colorado Plateau at an elevation 

of more than 5,000 feet; the name 

“Monument Valley” is a bit of a 

misnomer, considering that it is not a 

valley but rather the Monument 

Uplift, which allowed for erosion to 

carve the structures so familiar yet 

so strange and alien (Casey 157). 

Two miles south of San Juan River 

is Alhambra Rock, a jagged black 

volcanic mass jutting from the 

ground (Roylance 753). Monument 

Pass, 17 miles south of the San Juan 

River, is Monument Valley’s north entrance (753-754). On my trips, we drove along scenic 

Illustration 2: Climbing on the rock formations with my brother, 

Grant. Photo taken by my father. 
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Route 163, driving through Mexican Hat (named for a nearby rock formation that, depending on 

how it’s perceived, either looks like an upside-down sombrero or a Mexican wearing a sombrero) 

and then weaving through the giant rock structures scattered along the plain. 

Every one of the structures has a name, which my fellow travelers (on every trip, 

amongst our party there was a Monument Valley native, Holly Fortney in 2003, Denver Lodge in 

2009) told me as we drove. Those names include The Eagle, Brigham’s Tomb, Natanni Tso, 

Castle Butte, Big Indian, The Mittens, Mitchell and Merrick, Grey Whiskers, Elephant, Camel, 

Totem Pole, Three Sisters, Yei-Bichei, Sun’s Eye, and Big Hogan (Roylance 754). Some of the 

names are clearly a description of how the formation looks, such as The Mittens and The King on 

his Throne. Other names require more knowledge of some of the history of the region, such as 

Mitchell and Merrick, named after two silver prospectors Ernest Mitchell and James Merrick 

who searched for a lost silver mine in Monument Valley but were killed by a hostile Ute/Paiute 

faction in 1879 (242). Some monuments have been given religious significance. Totem Pole Rock 

is a frozen ye’ii (or god) held up by lightning, and because people climbed on it, the spirit cursed 

the valley with a decrease in rainfall (299). Beneath the rock, the hadahaniye (mirage) people are 

said to dwell, and they have the power to bless and bring great wealth (299). The Mittens are said 

to be two hands left behind by the gods as a sign of their great power and as a reminder that one 

day, they will return to rule the Earth from the valley (298-299). 

Regardless of whether one believes in the myths, there is no doubt that whatever forces 

sculpted the rocks had great power, as the rocks truly do testify to. 

As we continued along Route 163, we eventually reached Rock Door, where the town of 

Monument Valley resides. Outside of the canyon are rusted mobile homes, with pickups and 

trash in the yard. To the right of the road is a lonely airstrip, which is owned by RGJ, Inc. (also 

known as Goulding’s Lodge) (Manta; Goulding’s Lodge). Below a six-hundred-foot red rock, 

where Harry Goulding first set up a tent that soon would become his trading post (Casey 159), is 
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Goulding’s Lodge. The complex, which overlooks the valley, is easily the largest in the little 

town. The Goulding name is all over the town. Goulding’s Lodge also owns the town’s grocery 

store, gas station, gift shop, and fast food. Undoubtedly, RGJ has a monopoly and economic 

control over the little town. 

All around are signs of poverty. Route 163 is about the only paved road inside the 

canyon, where most of the town lies. All the houses are small and appear to have some form of 

disrepair. Very few are larger than a mobile home. Animals without owners, covered in fleas and 

ticks, roam the streets. They’re unsafe to touch. I recall when I first came to the town that there 

was a dog that was very friendly, but was covered in ticks. I asked the instructor Mrs. Fortney 

why no one took care of the animals, and why they just let the dog roam tick-ridden as he was. 

She said they didn’t care for the animals; if they lived, they lived, and if they died, they died. 

That was a concept I had difficulty grasping. The Navajo likely didn’t have any difficulty 

grasping the concept at all. 

Monument Valley’s population is 1,932; 1,486 are Navajo, 51 white (city-stats.com). In 

2004, the average adjusted gross income (AGI) in Monument Valley was $20,482; in 

comparison, the Utah average was $45,498 (city-stats.com). In the same year, the average 

salary/wage was $19,835, with the Utah average being $38,975 (city-stats.com). The 2009 

median household income was $30,700, with the Utah average being $55,117 (city-stats.com). 

Residents in Monument Valley with income below the poverty level in 2009 was 38.6% of the 

population, with 12.3% being 50% below the poverty level (in comparison, Utah was 11.5% and 

5% respectively) (city-stats.com). The most common housing unit structures were single units 

and mobile homes, and the average number of rooms in those houses was 3.1 rooms (in 

comparison to the Utah average of seven rooms) (city-stats.com). Of those houses, 59% lack 

complete plumbing facilities, 58% lacking complete kitchen facilities, and the most common 

heating fuel is wood, at 49% (city-stats.com). About 31% of the population has less than a high 
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school education; 31% have a high school diploma; 7% have an associate’s degree; 6% have a 

bachelor’s degree; 1% has a master’s degree; 1% has a professional degree; no one has a 

doctorate degree (city-stats.com). 

Monument Valley is very poor. It’s also one of the most isolated areas in the United 

States (Clark 36). Thus Monument Valley is comparable to third-world countries, being away 

from many of the facilities that those being even three-hundred miles away take for granted. I 

doubt that many in Salt Lake City have thought about the third-world country that’s in Utah’s 

back yard. 

Life for the Navajo in Monument Valley had never been fancy, of course. The valley was 

occupied by the Anasazi prior, who disappeared in the 13
th

 century (“Monumental Vision” 56). 

They lived in cliff dwellings, and their ruins can still be seen and even visited today. Ancestral 

Puebloans also occupied the valley (Casey 158). The date that the Navajo came to inhabit 

Monument Valley is uncertain (Timble 322), but many of the families in the valley had occupied 

the region continuously since the 1800s (Casey 157). During the Navajo War, largely fought by 

Brigadier General James Carleton and Kit Carson, the Navajo in Monument Valley were able to 

dodge Kit Carson’s raids (157-158), some even fleeing there to escape the “Long Walk” (Timble 

322-323), the forced relocation of the Navajo after the War by Carson and Carleton to the 

Bosque Redondo reservation in New Mexico, which was later “undone” by the federal 

government (Markowitz 440-442). Thus the people of the valley are more traditionalist, seeing as 

they were able to continue their pastoral sheepherding lifestyle uninterrupted (Casey 157-158), a 

lifestyle that the Navajo had adopted when the Spanish introduced sheep to North America 

(Minahan 1335-1336). But life was still hard, and the Navajo were still poor. 

Harry Goulding, born in 1897 in Durango, Colorado, moved to Monument Valley in 1923 

with his wife, “Mike” (her real name was Leone, but Goulding only had two years of a high-

school education and couldn’t spell her name, so he gave her the nickname “Mike”, and the 
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name stuck with him and the locals) (Clark 115, 117; Bissinger). At first, the locals were unsure 

of him; two years after having occupied land that he’d purchased but the Navajo still considered 

their own, they asked him when he was leaving; he made it clear that he wasn’t going to be 

leaving any day soon (Bissinger). Since Goulding seemed to be an honest trader, they tolerated 

him, and when he began to build a more permanent structure to replace the tent he was operating 

from, the Navajo knew he was there to stay (Bissinger). 

Harry Goulding could be considered much more a blessing than a curse for the people of 

Monument Valley. He purchased goods and sold them to the Navajo (Clark 36), giving the 

isolated community access to the outside world. He sold butane gas and electricity and provided 

gasoline. He would buy some Navajo crafts, such as the jewelry they forged and Navajo rugs, 

and he would try to get them a fair compensation (36). But in addition to being the trader that the 

Navajo needed, Goulding took an interest in the Navajo community. Like the Navajo, Goulding 

grew up tending sheep, so he’d help them with their herds (36). He and Mike learned the Navajo 

language for interacting with them, which allowed Goulding to act as a liaison between the 

Navajo and outsiders (Bissinger). He handled red tape that the Navajo struggled to get through, 

and helped them read and write when 90% of the people were illiterate (Clark 36). When a 

Navajo struggled to pay his bills, Goulding would pawn something they owned, allowing them to 

buy now and pay later (and Goulding never sold a pawn) (36). And in addition to bridging the 

gap between the Navajo and the outside world economically, Goulding worked to bridge the gap 

socially, reducing Navajo hostility to outsiders and show them that most Whites are friendly; on 

the same token, he showed travelers passing through that the Navajo were a people worthy of 

respect (36). Goulding earned his place among the Navajo, being named T’pay-eh-nez, which 

means “Long Sheep” (Roylance 754). 

Goulding made the welfare of the Navajos in Monument Valley his business, since it was 

both good for them and good for business. When the Great Depression his Monument Valley 
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hard, with starvation being an issue, Harry Goulding came up with a scheme to attract jobs to 

Monument Valley (Bissinger). He heard that the United Artists were looking for a location to 

film a Western, so Goulding hired a photographer, Josef Muench, to take photographs of the 

valley and create an album of eight-by-tens to take to Hollywood (Bissinger). The common story 

is that Goulding travelled to Hollywood, and went to the office of John Ford, the director of the 

film, and asked to see him (Trimble 323-324). He didn’t have an appointment, so he spread his 

bedroll on the floor, and said, “I’ll wait.” (Bissinger; Warner). The secretary called the location 

manager for the movie that was going to be filmed, who was quite upset with Goulding, but after 

he saw Goulding’s photos, he allowed him to see director John Ford, and Ford decided to use the 

valley for the shooting of Stagecoach (Bissinger). 

There’s controversy over whether this account is true. The location was featured in Zane 

Grey pulp novels and an early 20
th

 century comic called Krazy Kat (Warner; Bissinger). 

Theodore Roosevelt visited the valley (Warner; Bissinger). The first Hollywood film shot in the 

valley was not Stagecoach but a silent film called The Vanishing American (Warner; Bissinger), 

which was based on the Zane Grey novel (Bissinger). John Ford said in interviews that he was 

already aware of the existence of the valley (Warner; Bissinger) (although he said that it was 

Harry Goulding who gave him the idea to use the location for Stagecoach (Bissinger)), and some 

say that it was John Wayne who first approached Ford (Bissinger) or that it was another trader in 

the region named John Wetherill (Warner). But while the controversy exists, Goulding did indeed 

go to Hollywood and make the pitch for Monument Valley (Bissinger); whether he’s the 

“discoverer” of Monument Valley may be in doubt. 

Regardless of who “discovered” Monument Valley, the film industry was very much a 

positive influence on Monument Valley. Starting with Stagecoach, Navajo extras were employed 

in the films to portray the generic Indian, and the Navajo language became the generic Indian 

language (Trimble 324) (some of the lines the Navajo extras said during the film would not have 
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made it past a Navajo censor, and white viewers in cities such as Flagstaff and Winslow found 

the chuckles of the Navajo in the audience during what seemed to be serious dialogue odd 

(Trimble 324; Bissinger); one instance was when a Navajo said Mormons were "not big thieves 

like most white men, just little thieves." (Bissinger)), and Navajos were paid significantly more 

than what they'd earn otherwise, as much as five dollars a day, eight dollars if on horseback 

(Bissinger). This was the economic boost Goulding had been wanting. In addition, the Navajo 

were employed as crew (Bissinger), were used for the construction of 260 miles of road into the 

valley, and were employed as inspectors to attend film crews and ensure the terrain wasn't 

damaged (McPherson 354). Ford and Goulding became good friends, and Ford was a regular in 

Monument Valley, continuing on to film Fort Apache, The Searchers, She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, 

My Darling Clementine, and Ford's last film in Monument Valley taken in 1964, Cheyenne 

Autumn (353). 

The film industry became a major part of Monument Valley's economy. Goulding 

expanded his facilities, constructing Goulding's Lodge (Bissinger). The Navajo Nation formed a 

department of film in 1973 (the year Ford died) to handle film requests, charging $1000 a day or 

more for professionals (a feature that hasn't necessarily improved the condition of the people of 

Monument Valley, since the department keeps much of the money that used to trickle down to 

the people) (McPherson, 354-355). The film industry also lead to the creation of the Monument 

Valley Navajo Tribal Park in 1960 (355), which created a massive tourist industry that now 

services almost half a million people a year from all over the world (Bissinger)...much better 

than the total lack of economy before Goulding attracted the film industry. 

Goulding was a friend of the Navajo. They certainly appreciated what he did for them, 

attracting jobs to the valley when times were hard for the people. He recruited services that the 

Navajo needed, such as a hospital (McPherson 279-280). But not all of Goulding’s pursuits 

ended up being completely beneficial for the people in the Navajo, even though his intentions 
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were for the best and in the short term the projects provided jobs for an impoverished people. In 

the 1940s, the United States government was very much invested in the Manhattan project 

(Pasternak), and companies mining uranium were popping up to fill the demand. Goulding was 

not at all turned off by the prospect of uranium mines in his back yard (McPherson 206-207). 

When the Vanadium Corporation of America (or VCA) notified the Navajo Nation that they were 

looking for uranium deposits to mine and that a government royalty was available for those who 

provided it, Goulding invited VCA field manager Denny Miles to Monument Valley for a visit 

(206-207). Goulding had already located seven uranium deposits with the help of the Navajo 

who brought in samples (one of them being a nineteen-year-old named Luke Yazzie, who turned 

in a rock with a yellow stripe, thinking it could be gold when it was uranium; it was a sample 

from what would become the Monument Two mine, the best deposit in the valley, and in the end, 

all Luke Yazzie received was a soda and a guarantee for a job that paid $135/month) (206-207). 

It became apparent to Goulding that he would not receive government royalties from mining 

operations, but nonetheless he was anxious to improve the standard of living of the Navajo in the 

valley, so Viles took samples from the site, and two years later, Monument Two was in operation, 

the best mine in the valley (207). 

The Navajo were brought on board with the uranium mining operations. Navajos were 

issued Geiger counters for discovering mines (McPherson 207). More mines were opened in the 

Monument Valley region (207). Navajo workers were attracted to the booming mining operation, 

with 140 Navajos at work in Monument Two at any given time, receiving a steady paycheck. If 

one mine closed down, workers could simply take their skills and move to another mine in 

Monument Valley or the Four Corners region in general (207-209). The mining business served 

as an “exciter” for other development, such as road construction, which gave more jobs to the 

Navajo (207-209). The Navajo Nation made a killing off the mining operations, but the Utah 

Navajos felt they received few direct benefits from the mining operations (209). The mining 
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industry started to bust for good (209) as the Cold War simmered down and mines began to close 

(Pasternak). Today, the uranium mines lay dormant (McPherson 262). 

However, just because the uranium mining industry had largely died in Monument Valley 

didn't mean that its complete impact had been felt. After World War II, many Navajo entered the 

uranium mining industry, but they weren't warned of the dangers of mining uranium, and safety 

wasn't provided adequate attention; thus the adverse effects of uranium poisoning affected an 

entire generation of the Navajo (Minahan 1337). After the uranium mining boom, when uranium 

mines ended operations, not enough attention was paid to cleaning up; radioactive waste was left 

behind, mines were left open, and no fencing or warning signs were placed (Pasternak). Navajos 

inhaled radioactive dust, drank contaminated water, ate contaminated meat that had drank 

contaminated water, and children played in the mines and waste (Pasternak). Navajos even lived 

in homes and hogans (traditional Navajo dwellings similar to an igloo in shape) constructed 

using contaminated material, without any of the residents aware of the massive hazard they were 

living in and in constant exposure to harmful radiation (Pasternak). Cancer death rates on the 

reservation doubled, as the rest of the nation's cancer death rate declined (Pasternak). 

Researchers, while not finding a definitive link, say the mining byproducts are likely to blame 

(Pasternak). Cancer rates were elevated near old mines and mills; stomach cancer among women 

near the sites where uranium was mined or processed is currently 200 times the national average 

(Pasternak). One of our own church members, Daniel Harper, was conceived and born on the 

Monument Valley reservation in 1985 to missionary parents; he said that the mining operations 

were likely to blame for the tumor that formed in his head sometime between 1992 and 1994 

from a Geopathic stress point (which involves radiation from the Earth) (Harper). He died in 

2011 from his brain cancer. 

Sadly, little has been done to solve the problems created by uranium mining. Federal and 

tribal authorities, without making a serious effort to find radioactive dwellings, accidentally 
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found seventy, and after a few years closed twenty of them and dropped the issue (Pasternak). A 

federal uranium trailings cleanup took place in 1992 and 1993 in the Oljato Chapter (Monument 

Valley's tribal chapter) (Shorty). Some compensation was paid to mine workers (Pasternak). But 

the problem still persists, without a more serious effort being made to solve it. Worse still, talks 

of reopening mining operations began, with the increase of demand for uranium resulting from 

the increased interest in nuclear energy; needless to say, whereas the Navajo Nation jumped on 

the chance before, now they oppose reopening mining operations (Pasternak). 

Harry Goulding likely wasn't aware of the impacts of the mines on his people. In 1963, 

Goulding's health began to fail, and he and Mike sold Gouldings to Knox College in Galesburg, 

Illinois, and moved to Arizona (Bissinger). He died in 1981 (Bissinger; Trimble 324). Mike 

returned to Monument Valley after his death, and died in 1992 (Bissinger). Knox College sold 

Gouldings to the LaFont brothers, Gerald and Nathan (Bissinger), and in 1981 (the same year 

Goulding died), RGJ, Inc. was formed (Manta). Harry Goulding, despite his short-sighted 

blunder in bringing uranium mining to Monument Valley, will never be forgotten by the Navajo 

of Monument Valley, and all that he did for them. 

Part of the reason I had the opportunity to come to Monument Valley was because of 

Harry Goulding and his interest in bettering the life of the Navajo people there. I traveled with 

my church, the Wasatch Hills Seventh-Day Adventist Church. When I visited Monument Valley 

in 2009, I slept in the basement of the Adventist private school. The Navajo who, you could say, 

was responsible for our troop, was Pastor Whitehorse of the Monument Valley Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church, the largest Christian denomination in the Oljato Chapter, with seventy 

members (the largest organized religion in the Oljato Chapter is the Native American Church, 

known for its use of the hallucinogen peyote) (Shorty). When traveling along Route 163 through 

Rock Door, one of the largest buildings, overhanging the road, is the Adventist church, not too 

far by the Monument Valley Hospital. Adventist missionaries live in the little town amongst the 
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Navajo. Members of the Wasatch Hills congregation grew up on Monument Valley, the children 

of missionaries. The Adventist presence in Monument Valley can be attributed to Harry 

Goulding. 

With Monument Valley being so isolated, Goulding felt that a hospital was needed for the 

people of Monument Valley (Lodge). So Goulding encouraged the Seventh-Day Adventist 

Church to establish a hospital in Monument Valley (McPherson 279). In 1950, an Adventist 

missionary couple, the Walters, established a clinic in Monument Valley (Roylance 754) on land 

donated by Goulding (Roylance 754; McPherson 279). They started out distributing medicine 

from the back of the vehicle, and in 1961, the Monument Valley Hospital was built with the 

assistance of the Tribal Council (Roylance 754; McPherson 279-280). The twenty-bed hospital 

provided excellent medical care (McPherson 279-280), and was the sole acute inpatient care 

facility within 100 miles in any direction, with employees living in an on-site housing complex 

(Green). It served a patient population of 35,000 people (mostly Navajo), living within 50 miles 

of the hospital (Green). The hospital played a key role in preventing “avoidable deaths”, treating 

people who would not survive long enough to reach the next nearest facility (Green). In addition 

to the essential functions of the hospital, the Adventists provided staffing for medical and dental 

programs with the Utah Navajo Development Council in other communities in the area 

(McPherson 280). 

Much like Goulding, the hospital was a critical part of the Monument Valley community. 

The hospital was responsible for the local fire/rescue department, ambulance service, post office, 

water and sewer services, and also was a food and clothing bank (Green). It allowed residents in 

Monument Valley to have the luxuries those living in other areas of Utah take for granted, 

servicing a population that's desperately poor. Thus the hospital served the functions—and then 

some—that Goulding wanted. He gave the Adventists a lease, which allowed them to service 

their community so long as the Adventists provide medical care from the hospital (Snow). The 
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Adventists then went on to construct the Monument Valley church and a mission school 

(McPherson 285). 

The lease changed hands from the original owner, the Nevada-Utah Conference of the 

Seventh-Day Adventists, but every new lease owner allowed the Adventists to continue their 

operations (Snow). But in the 1990s, financial troubles began to hit the hospital. It almost closed 

in 1994, when mild weather decreased business (Green). The hospital was entering further and 

further into debt, being $400,000 in the red and having to write off $200,000 in 1994 in bad 

debts (Green). By May, the hospital was no longer performing surgeries (Green). The financial 

difficulties were to be expected, of course, considering that 35% of the hospital's $3 million to $5 

million annual budget—that being $1.2 million—went to bad debt, charity care, and contractual 

write-offs. The Nevada-Utah Conference decided to keep the hospital open through 1994 when it 

appeared the Navajo Nation, the Indian Health Service, and the Utah Department of Health were 

willing to assist (Green). Between 1995 and 1996, the hospital received $500,000 in donations, 

but the hospital lost about $400,000 in 1994, and $600,000 in 1995 (Snow). In 1996, the hospital 

couldn't go on, and after negotiations with a for-profit care provider collapsed, the Monument 

Valley Hospital shut its doors on July 19
th

, 1996 (Snow). The Nevada-Utah Conference of the 

Seventh-Day Adventists walked away from Monument Valley completely (Snow). 

Medical care in Monument Valley didn't terminate with the end of the hospital. RGJ, Inc., 

now responsible for the lease, arranged with the IHS and a county health agency to open the 

Monument Valley Clinic, an ambulatory clinic that provides emergency stabilization services on 

the site (Snow; Shorty). The Adventists didn't disappear from Monument Valley, either. 

Independent missionaries still live there, and the school still functions. The church is just as alive 

and well as it had always been, with Pastor Whitehorse currently at the helm of the congregation. 

My last trip to Monument Valley was a mission trip, and while there, we helped Pastor 

Whitehorse construct a hogan that would be used as a dormitory for pastors in training. It seems 
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that while the Adventist institution has cut ties with Monument Valley, the Adventist community 

has not. 

Thus, as an Adventist, I was able to meet the Navajo people in a way that no paying 

tourist could. The people themselves are quite different from mainstream Americans. They're 

incredibly shy. Pastor Whitehorse, one of the more “expressive” of the Navajo, spoke in a soft, 

slow, contemplative manner. It took drilling in seminary to get him to speak as loud as he does... 

which, in comparison to many Americans, isn't loud at all. Most Navajo are bilingual, able to 

speak both English and Navajo relatively fluently. They show hardly any emotion. But while one 

may think that they're being ignored by the Navajo and that the Navajo are not at all engaged in 

the situation, that likely is not the case. They often say little because for them, there's little to say. 

And sometimes it's sufficient to connect with a person not necessarily with words, but just by 

being present there with them. Denver Lodge told us a story (one amongst many) of how a 

Illustration 3: Myself helping with the construction of Pastor Whitehorse's hogan, which he planned to use as a 

dormatory for pastors in training. Photo by my father. 
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Navajo couple came into his father's house for a visit (on their own volition), and in the course of 

the visit, never said a word; simply being there in the living room with his father was enough to 

visit. 

The contrast between Monument Valley and the rest of Utah is very stark. The people 

who live there have a different culture, and face a very different economic, political, and social 

situation than the rest of Utah. It's the third world nation in our own back yard. While the 

structures of Monument Valley have become cliché for the American west and the American 

spirit, the region in reality is very different from the rest of the United States, not at all what 

could be considered “the norm”. The people living there had in the past and have now a set of 

challenges that most Americans don't even consider. The life they lead is harder. John Ford could 

be a despotic director while filming, at times abusing his crew and cast (the best way to describe 

the relationship between John Wayne and John Ford is to say that John Wayne, the man iconic as 

the masculine American ideal, was John Ford's bitch), considered Harry Goulding off-limits; 

John Wayne was a character, while Harry Goulding was the real thing (Bissinger). Monument 

Valley is so much more than the scenery; it's a place with a history, and a people that deserve 

respect for the hardship they endure. The age of Goulding and Ford are gone, but one can hope 

that despite the setbacks that the people of Monument Valley endured, life will only get better. 
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